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collection for Cuyahoga, Lorain, and Summit Counties and will act as the intermediary fiscal agent for the current 
WCM service provider agencies: Wingspan Care Group (Applewood & Bellefaire JCB), OhioGuidestone and 
Positive Education Program (PEP). As part of The Ohio Preschool Expulsion Prevention Partnership (OPEPP), 
WCM provider agencies also respond on-site at a preschool or Head Start program within 48 hours of an OPEPP 
request to provide support, tools, resources, and linkage to Ohio-approved trainings. ECMH consultants’ team with 
early childhood learning or childcare providers to help them understand and problem-solve challenging child 
behaviors, both in and out of the classroom. Services include on-site child/family-focused technical assistance to 
parents, teachers and staff, resources for parents, including art therapy, play therapy or referrals to physical health 
services and training or professional development. Consultants offer interventions for children and respond to the 
providers’ programming needs, which include providing family enrichment activities and modeling helpful 
interactions with children. Services are provided to local home visiting programs, pediatric offices, and early 
learning environments, like pre-schools, in high-risk communities. The grant also includes training to build capacity 
and promote professional development regarding early childhood mental health.  

The WCM Initiative will serve approximately 600 children and families during the contract period and provide 
approximately 100 consultation trainings to early childhood professionals. Board staff recommend that the Board 
Directors accept funding from DCY for the WCM Initiative and to allocate $441,906 to Starting Point for the term 
of July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.  

3. OhioMHAS: The Ohio School Wellness Initiative (OSWI)
- Educational Service Center (ESC) of Northeast Ohio - $110,000

The OSWI was designed to explore, implement, and sustain a full continuum of care including prevention, early 
intervention, and treatment practices for K-12 students within local districts who adopt student assistance programs 
(SAP), multi-tiered systems of support, and staff wellness frameworks. The cornerstone of the OSWI is the 
development of an Ohio Model of a Student Assistance Program (SAP) that can serve as a best practice standard 
for Ohio's K-12 schools.  

OhioMHAS has allocated a salaried position for the OSWI called School Behavioral Health and Wellness 
Coordinator (SBHWC) in the amount of $55,000 per hire. Cuyahoga County has been approved for two hires, 
resulting in a total allocation of $110,000. The SBHWC will provide systematic approaches to support behavioral 
health promotion, prevention, early identification, intervention, referral processes and guided support services for 
K-12 students who are exhibiting a range of substance use, mental and behavioral health risk factors. The positions
also provide resources, online training and guidance related to processes within the schools and with continuous
improvement strategies for services to students.

In SFY2025, services will be provided to Euclid City School District and serve approximately 500 students and 
staff through coordination and linkage to behavioral health services, resources and training. Funds will support the 
hire of two full-time SBHWCs to benefit school-age children attending Euclid City School District. One position is 
designated to serve Euclid Middle School, and the other position is designated to serve Euclid High School. Board 
staff recommend that the Board Directors accept funding from OhioMHAS for prevention services for the OSWI in 
the amount of $110,000 for SFY2025 (July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025) and to contract with the ESC of 
Northeast Ohio to implement the program.  

4. OhioMHAS: System of Care Treatment & Recovery Services for Youth (System of Care) – $215,796
- Catholic Charities - $88,296
- OhioGuidestone - $127,500

The System of Care program is a collaborative effort between OhioMHAS and the Ohio Department of Youth 
Services (ODYS) to provide care coordination and linkage for youth and young-adults ages 14 to 25 re-entering 
the community from juvenile correctional institutions or other out-of-home placements. Catholic Charities’ ODYS 
Diversion and Reentry program provides intensive clinical counseling and case management services for youth 
ages 14 to 21 who are either detained or diverted. All clients receive assessment, care coordination, drug 




















