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Our goals for today:

● Myths, facts and Stats of Human Trafficking 
of Minors in Ohio 

● Human Trafficking Screener
● Resources Gracehaven provides 



When you 
hear “Human 
Trafficking” 
What images 
come to mind? 



Myth or Fact?
●Always includes violence and physical force. 

●Only women and girls are victims. 

●Trafficking always involves moving or taking
a person somewhere.

●Traffickers are people the victim doesn’t 
know.

●Only “certain types” of people get trafficked. 



The Reality 
Is…

●Human Trafficking is making someone perform 
some kind of labor or service (including a sex 
act) through Force, Fraud, or Coercion in 
exchange for anything of value-money, drugs, a 
place to sleep, food, belonging, status, etc.

●Force- using restraints, beatings, sexual 
assaults, physical strength

●Fraud-lies, false promises, saying they 
are 

someone that they are not. 
●Coercion-threats, blackmail, taking IDs, 

making the person feel trapped



Statewide Statistics 

⮚1,032 children were identified as being 
commercially sexually exploited in 2019

⮚An estimated 4,209 runaway kids are at risk 
of being trafficked right now

Source: UC Prevalence Study 2019



How They 
Groom

●Grooming is the intentional 
process of preparing someone for 
a particular purpose or activity. 

●Unmasking the Stages of 
Grooming for Sexual 
Exploitation 

●Targeting 
●Gaining Trust
●Filling a Need

●Isolation
●Abuse 

●Maintaining Control



HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING 
SCREENER



What should 
you do if you 
think someone 
you know is 
being 
exploited? 

●National Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888
Text 33733 (“HELP”) 

●PolarisProject.org
●Gracehaven: (614) 665-0665 Gracehaven.me
●National Center for Missing and Exploited 

Children:      1-800-THE-LOST (843-5678)
●Runaway and Homeless Youth National Safe-line            

1-800-RUNAWAY (786-2929) 
●Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network 

(RAINN)     1-800-656-4673
●Humantrafficking.ohio.org 



Gracehaven’s 
Continuum of 
Care

● Safe House Therapeutic Group Home
● Comprehensive Case Management
● Family Engagement and Support Services
● Mentoring
● Community Outreach and Awareness
● Prevention Education
● Professional Training and Technical 

Assistance



SAFE HOUSE: 
THERAPEUTIC 
GROUP HOME

Located in Central Ohio
Females ages 12-18 (some exceptions to 18 yr olds)
Survivors of Sex Trafficking or at High-Risk

Stable and Safe Housing
Therapeutic Services
Education 
Medical Services
Comprehensive Case Management
Family Engagement and Permanent placement 
support



COMPREHENSIVE 
CASE
MANAGEMENT

Serve males and females ages 11-19 (some exceptions 
available for youth 20-21): Survivors of Trafficking or At 
Significant Risk 

WRAPAROUND SERVICES

CRISIS MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY PLANNING

ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION AND 
EDUCATION

VICTIM ADVOCACY AND SURVIVOR EMPOWERMENT

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT AND PERMANENCY PLANNING



COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 
AND 
PREVENTION 
EDUCATION 

Provide awareness and education to youth and those who 
interact with youth 

Awareness Events/Booths 

Prevention Education to youth at schools, churches, after-
school programs, crisis shelters

Awareness and Intervention Education to Adults (parents, 
foster parents, community members)

Technical Assistance to Professionals in related fields (teachers, 
medical professionals, case workers, school counselors, etc)

Evidenced Based Groups (My life My Choice, Ending the Game)

Community Partnerships (Coalitions, Attorney General, etc)



REFERRAL PROCESS

Community Case Management 
Information & Referral Inbox:
CCM@Gracehaven.me

➢ Jennifer Taber LISW-S, 
C-DBT

➢ JTaber@gracehaven.me
➢ Director of Gracehaven

Therapeutic Group Home
Information & Referral Inbox:
Grouphome@gracehaven.me

➢ Melissa Harvin
➢ MHarvin@gracehaven.m

e
➢ Residential Services 

Director  
Community Outreach & Education
Training & Event Coordination Inbox: 
Info@gracehaven.me

➢ Elisha McNeal BSW
➢ EMcNeal@gracehaven.me
➢ Director of Community Engagement & 

Training 

mailto:CCM@Gracehaven.me
mailto:jtaber@gracehaven.me
mailto:grouphome@gracehaven.me
mailto:MHarvin@gracehaven.me
mailto:Info@gracehaven.me
mailto:jtaber@gracehaven.me


We appreciate you! 

Ken Lawson and Elisha McNeal 

Q&A
Thoughts
Comments 
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