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What is OhioKAN?

OhioKAN is a new statewide flexible and 
responsive kinship and adoption navigator 

program designed to assist children, 
caregivers, families.



Any kinship 
and adoptive 

family residing 
in Ohio 

Both formal 
and informal 

kinship 
families 

Families who 
have adopted 

privately, 
publicly or 

internationally

Who will OhioKAN serve?



We believe that families are 
inherently capable of finding 

solutions to the circumstances 
and challenges they face.

What do you need to believe 
to be true to participate?



OhioKAN is organized into 10 
regions

With OhioKAN staff working 
throughout 10 OhioKAN Regions, 
we combine local knowledge 
with statewide resources. 
OhioKAN is designed specifically 
to ensure every kinship and 
adoptive family who wants 
support navigating the resources 
available to them can get it.



Getting to know Region 3



The need is growing

140,000+*

*Number of kinship and adoptive families in Ohio. From the Ohio State Fact Sheet for Grandfamilies compiled 
by Grandfamilies.org and the State Automated Child Welfare Information System

https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/State%20Fact%20Sheets/Grandfamilies-Fact-Sheet-Ohio.pdf


OhioKAN’s everyday work 
reflects our values



Everyone is welcome here

Through our intentional 
focus on diversity, 
equity, and inclusion, 
we are 100% committed 
to making sure every 
kinship and adoptive 
family in Ohio who is 
looking for support will 
get it.



What services does OhioKAN 
offer families?

1:1 SUPPORT CUSTOM PLANS DEDICATED STAFF

We work 
directly with you via 
phone, text, or email

We provide personalized 
resource and referral 
plans using our 
extensive database

We are 100% committed 
to serving kinship and 
adoption families



Visits site or 
directly calls 

OhioKAN
hotline

Family Navigation Journey



New statewide website

http://ohiokan.jfs.ohio.gov/



• Connects families with Navigators 
or other OhioKAN staff

• 8:30 AM – 6:30 PM Monday 
through Friday

• Basic needs assessment interview



Visits site or 
directly calls 

OhioKAN
hotline

Family Navigation Journey

Connects with 
Navigator, who 

guides 
through 
database



Statewide community database



Visits site or 
directly calls 

OhioKAN
hotline

Connects with 
Navigator, who 

guides 
through 
database

Receives 
summary 

report with 
recommended 

resources

Family Navigation Journey



Custom-tailored resources



Materials available on request



OhioKAN is designed to 
complement, not replace, 
existing programs

Connect your 
organization with 

statewide resources

Provide a new service to 
your families and 

community

Other ways we can 
help? We want to hear 

from you!

Ask me to present at your next team meeting!



How can your organization help?



Join an emerging 
Regional Advisory Council

RACs will help ensure local needs and 
resources are aligned, provide 

leadership and guidance, and work 
throughout the region to support and 

connect families.



Reach out to us!

Amber Phelps
Regional Director, Region 3

Amber.phelps@kinnectohio.org

216-347-4146

mailto:amber@kinnectohio.org


Questions?


