eommunity mental health pro-
grams.

Penihan points to the 2() cents
per resident Cuyahoga County
receives for comimunity mental
health services. No other county
in the state gets less, he says, In
fact, Ashland County, which has
 far fewer people than Cuyahoga,
"receives more than any other
county: $20. 30 for every resi-
dent. =
- PBut state officials say Denihan
is looking at just two categories
of mental health fundmg, not all
seven.

When all seven are ta,ken into
“account; they say, Cayahoga Je-
ceives 15.4 percent of the state’s
mental health funding and it has

i only 11 percent of the states

-4 | population.

Durihg Wednesday's hearing,
Denihan said he wants to see the
categories of community mental
health funding he was speaking
1 | of distributed more equitably.

| He said Cuyahoga needs more
local money, too.

“We also have to look at our-
selves locally,” Denilian said,

“and see if we're prov;dmg ade-
quate funding.”

Cuyahoga County, through its

health and human-services levy,.
contributes $28.08 per residerit
for mental health semces. .o
That's the lowest of the state’s
other large, urban counties, he

said. Summit Connty spends the

most, $70.04 yier resident.

That’s one reason Denihan -

wants to see a new levy on the
ballot, one that funds just mental
health and addiction services 1n
Cuyahoga County.” :

“T would like t0 see one as soon

as poss1b1e, Denihan said after '

the two-hour meeting,

The more people who tell their
stories of overcoming illness; the
move the stigma will fade and the
more help will become aval}ab]e
hesaid,

“We need to capltahze on the
power of treatment.”

He had support from a number

of community leaders Wednes- ’

day. :
Besides Cunperman Cieveland

City Council tembers Jeffrey =

* ' Johnson, Kevin Kelley and Matt
Zone were there, as were Cuya-
hoga County Council members
1 Yvonne Conwell'and Dale Miller.

.'| To reach this Plain Dealer reporter; R
dsuchetk@plaind.com, 216-999-4987
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